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The discourse  on “European culture”  turns around a dichotomy: on the one 
hand  the  awareness  of  the  fundamental  unity  of  European  society  and 
civilisation;  on  the  other  hand  the  concern  for  the  differences  between  its 
constituent national identities. To cope with this contrast, the unity of European 
civilisation, its common history, is seen to exist despite the differences, as well 
as by virtue of its multifarious roots, and the multiplicity of its traditions which 
had become a common heritage through the sedimentation of ages.
This conception of European culture as  unitas multiplex   is at the base of a 
recent European cultural policy.
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