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The current progress in the six-party talks aimed at resolving the 
North Korean nuclear issue has stimulated interest in the prospects 
for the creation of a multilateral security mechanism in Northeast 
Asia.  In fact, according to the 13 February 2007 agreement, the 
responsibility of one of the working groups is to study the feasibility 
of  forming  just  such  a  mechanism in  Northeast  Asia.  Are  these 
expectations realistic? How can the talks contribute to the formation 
of regional security mechanism? What are the long-term interests in 
the  region  that  are  conducive  to  the  formation  of  multilateral 
security mechanism? What are the lessons from the talks regarding 
how a multilateral  security  mechanism can  resolve  and  manage 

inter-state conflict? Is there a rationale for an East Asian multilateral security mechanism?
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